
Thirty-nine recruits have 
begun training at Cheshire 
Police HQ - and created two 
firsts for the force.

The intake (pictured) is the first 
to come through the force’s new 
Insight programme – which looks to 
encourage and support officers from 
a variety of communities to join the 
force. This innovative programme 
has already won accolades, being 
shortlisted as a finalist in this year’s 
‘Business in the Community’ race 
equality awards, and is designed 
to ensure that the force can attract 
talent from across Cheshire’s 
communities. And in a second ‘first’, 
this intake includes the first nine 
trainee officers who have come 

through the ‘Police Now’ graduate 
programme.

The national scheme, which puts 
exceptional graduates on the frontline 
of policing, is similar to the Teach 
First scheme in education. Officers 
coming through Police Now will 
undertake a two-year programme to 
accelerate their experience in policing, 
and mark them as leaders in policing.

Cheshire Constabulary is one of 
seven forces to recruit applicants 
from the programme this year. 

Chief Constable Simon Byrne said: 
“I am really pleased to see Cheshire 
attracting new talent and keen to see 
the Insight programme succeed in 
attracting able, talented people from 
some of our minority communities 

and it is now bearing fruit.
“Similarly, Police Now opens the 

force up to graduates who might not 
otherwise have considered frontline 
policing to be for them – which will 
help the force face the challenges of 
the future.”

Police & Crime Commissioner 
David Keane added: “During my 
conversations with the public, 
they are making it clear that they 
want more officers visible in our 
communities. I would like to wish the 
new recruits all the best with their 
new and challenging career and I am 
sure that they will be a real asset 
in keeping our communities 
safe.”
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A SIX-WEEK consultation 
listening to the views of 
thousands of Cheshire’s 
residents, stakeholders, 
community groups and 
businesses has drawn to a 
close.

Police & Crime Commissioner 
David Keane committed to gathering 
as many views as possible to inform 
his Police & Crime Plan, which will 
shape the direction of policing in the 
county for the next four years.

The ‘Join the Conversation’ 
consultation ran from June 14 until 
July 27. It included a series of public 
roadshows and stakeholder events 
across all of Cheshire’s local policing 
units, focus groups with officers and 
staff and specific engagement with 
the likes of the voluntary sector and 
Cheshire Youth Commission, and was 
supported by an online survey.

Mr Keane said: “Many of the 
themes coming up will not come as a 
huge surprise; road safety, anti-social 
behaviour and drugs all featured 
strongly. The work of the police in 
protecting vulnerable people and 
communities has also been a key 
theme, whether this is in relation to 

domestic and sexual abuse, tackling 
hate crime or working together with 
those with the most complex needs. 
However, during my conversations, 
community policing was the main 
issue that people wanted to speak 
about.

“The public want a service 
connected to their local community, 
is known and trusted in their 
community, pro-active and responsive 
to their community and, crucially, 
based within their community.

“This goes beyond officers and staff 
spending time in local areas. There is 
a real desire to have a police service 
located in the heart of the community 

rather than in police stations which 
are, in some cases, inaccessible. This 
means a police service that works in 
partnership and is based with and in 
local organisations, representative 
groups, public sector partners and 
businesses. The result would be 
increased visibility and reassurance.”

The results of the consultation will 
be used to draft the Police & Crime 
Plan, before a second round of public 
consultation begins where the public, 
our partners and stakeholders can 
decide if it captures their views and 
provides a policing plan reflecting 
Cheshire’s needs.

‘Thanks for giving me your views on policing’

Bosley remembers
ON JULY 17, the emergency 
services and Bosley community 
joined to remember the tragic 
events of the wood flour mill 
explosion.

Derek Moore, Dorothy Bailey and 
William Barks lost their lives that 
day, while the body of Jason Shingler 
has never been found. A year later, a 
series of events was held between the 
community and Cheshire East Council 
to commemorate those who were lost.

Assistant Chief Constable Sarah 

Boycott said: “The tragic events that 
took place that day will live long 
in the memories of all involved. 
We continue to work extremely 
hard to unravel the highly complex 
circumstances that led to such 
devastation.”

Police & Crime Commissioner 
David Keane said: “My thoughts 
go out to all those affected by the 
Bosley disaster. The strength this 
small community has shown in such 
adversity is remarkable.”

Update...July 2016
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July 2016...Update

OFFICIAL crime statistics for 
Cheshire have been released, 
and show a further fall in 
overall recorded crime for the 
year to 31 March 2016.

The Office of National Statistics 
figures show a reduction in recorded 
crime of 2.2% in Cheshire - nearly 
1,300 fewer victims. It is the tenth 
consecutive year of falling recorded 
crime figures in the county – with 
Cheshire one of just four areas in 
England and Wales where crime 
figures continue to fall. 

The statistics show a large fall 
(17.2%) in vehicle crime along with 
a 16% reduction in burglaries. One 
area where crime has seen an increase 
is violence against the person (16%). 
This includes a range of crimes such 
as modern slavery, serious assaults, 

attempted murder and stalking and 
harassment. 

Chief Constable Simon Byrne said: 
“Overall, it is welcome news that the 
statistics indicate a continuing fall in 
many crime areas. I believe it reflects 
positively the work of officers and 
staff, working with our partners, to 
protect our communities.

“Many crimes that worry our 
residents have seen falls – like burglary 
and car crime. And while violence 
against the person has increased, it’s 
important to put this into context, 
and to highlight the work the force 
is doing, alongside local councils, to 
make our towns and villages safer, 
especially in the evenings. 

Police and Commissioner David 
Keane said: “Any reduction in recorded 
crime is to be welcomed - and 
particularly in areas like burglary and 

vehicle crime. It’s a credit to the hard 
work of officers and staff.

“I do want to see more being done 
to further tackle public disorder, drug 
and alcohol abuse. I’ve spoken to the 
Chief Constable about this, and I will 
also be challenging my colleagues 
in local government, on licensing 
committees, and elsewhere to play 
their part in helping us to tackle this 
issue.”

As well as reductions in overall 
recorded crime, the force’s own 
information has shown a significant 
improvement in detection (or ‘solved’) 
rates for key crimes. Among these 
more than half (51%) of domestic 
violence with injury are detected, 
while over 35 per cent of sexual 
offences (30% of rape offences) were 
solved last year – the highest rate for 
four years.

THE summer holidays mean 
that young people have a lot 
more time on their hands – and 
sometimes do things they later 
regret.

With this in mind, the Cheshire 
Constabulary website upbeat.uk.com 
has been updated so that people can 
find out what’s taking place in their 
communities.

Superintendent Bill Dutton said: 
“We’re here for communities and we 
want to ensure that all young people 
stay on the right side of the law this 
summer.”

The website details activities taking 
place across the county, as well as 
links to partner agency websites for 
more activities in your area.

Supt Dutton said: “Whilst we want 
young people to have a good time, we 
don’t want them to fall into trouble, 

and we will not tolerate anti-social 
behaviour. 

“Local officers and Police 
Community Support Officers will be 
proactively patrolling areas where 
complaints are made, and action may 
be taken against anyone who is found 
to be breaking the law – young or old. 

“Although sometimes it may not 
seem serious, it can often cause 
distress and discomfort to others, and 
it is unacceptable.”

Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Keane said: “It’s great to see 
some of the proactive work that is 
taking place this summer to tackle 
anti-social behaviour and keep young 
people safe.

“Anti-social behaviour can have a 
major impact on communities, and 
whilst the majority of young people 
stay out of trouble, there are others 

who get involved in activities due to 
boredom or peer pressure.

“Engaging with young people 
is a vital part of the work that 
PCSOs and officers undertake, and 
by encouraging young people to 
participate in some of the activities 
we can make a real difference to local 
communities.”

Summer plan to keep kids busy

Crime falls in Cheshire for tenth year
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THE Constabulary has had a 
busy few weeks dealing with 
a range of incidents. The 
following are some of the 
highlights from your area... 

Warrington Borough
A controlled explosion of a 
suspicious-looking device was 
carried out in Warrington earlier 
this month. Officers attended after 
a member of the public stated they 
had discovered a suspicious-looking 
item. Experts from the Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EDO) were 
called and the device was detonated 
under controlled conditions.

Halton Borough
Officers discovered a large cannabis 
farm at an address on Prescot Road 
in Widnes. Some 318 plants were 
seized and a 44-year-old man, of 
no fixed abode, was arrested on 

suspicion of cultivating cannabis. 
He was later charged and remanded 
into custody, to appear at Chester 
Crown Court on August 23.

Cheshire West & Chester
A warning was issued to residents 
after an elderly couple in Chester 
was scammed out of £20,000. 
Fraudsters posing as police officers 
have been targeting people across 
the county. Phone calls are made 
to say bank details have been 
compromised and advice is given 
to withdraw all their money, 
following which a man would come 
to the home so it can be checked.

Cheshire East
A drug dealer stopped by police on 
the motorway with 16kg of cocaine 
worth in excess of £4.9m has been 
jailed for six years. Voicu Razvan 
Florea, aged 31, of Risingholme Road 
in Harrow, was arrested on April 26 

after he was  routinely stopped by 
traffic officers, while travelling along 
the M6 near Crewe. A search of his 
grey Nissan Micra revealed 16 blocks 
of cocaine hidden in a suitcase in 
the boot. Florea, was charged with 
possession with intent to supply a 
class A drugs and pleaded guilty at 
Chester Crown Court on July 22.

Round-up from your area...

CHESHIRE’S police officers 
have been taken to the nation’s 
hearts as they star in prime 
time documentary 999:What’s 
Your Emergency?.

Four episodes of the programme 
have now aired on Channel 4, 
first in the 9pm Monday slot and 
more recently at the same time on 
Thursdays.

Viewers have been given a 
fascinating insight into the everyday 
work of the Constabulary’s officers 
and colleagues at the North West 
Ambulance Service, as they respond 
to a vast range of calls in the Crewe 
and Warrington areas.

Each episode runs with a theme, 
and so far the police have featured 
heavily in responding to issues around 

psychoactive substances (commonly 
known as legal highs), mental health 
crises, and neighbour disputes.

Upcoming episodes will focus on 
immigration, roads policing, and fear 
and violence, among other important 
issues.

And the public have taken to 
social media to praise the work of the 
Constabulary’s officers.

Comments have included: “The 
police do an amazing job”, “Respect 
to you guys for doing such a great 
job”, and “Another brilliant, emotive 
episode”.

The next episode airs this Thursday 
(August 4) on Channel 4 at 9pm. 
The theme is likely to be ‘persistent 
offenders’, but is subject to change.

Update...July 2016
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And finally...


